THE   HISTORT   OF   SPIRITUALISM

It is worth noting that a Mrs. Lape in 1847 had
claimed to have actually seen an apparition in the
house, and that this vision was of a middle-sized man
who wore grey pants, a black frock-coat and black
cap. Lucretia Pulver deposed that the pedlar in life
wore a black frock-coat and light-coloured pants.

On the other hand, it is only fair to add that the
Mr. Bell who occupied the house at that time was not
a man of notorious character, and one would willingly
concede that an accusation founded entirely upon
psychic evidence would be an unfair and intolerable
thing. It is very different, however, when the proofs
of a crime have actually been discovered, and the
evidence then centres merely upon which tenant was
in possession at that particular time. The deposition
of Lucretia Pulver assumes vital importance in its
bearing upon this matter.

There are one or two points about the case which
would bear discussion. One is that a man with so
remarkable a name as Charles B. Rosma should never
have been traced, considering all the publicity which
the case acquired. This would certainly at the time
have appeared a formidable objection, but with our
fuller knowledge we appreciate how very difficult it
is to get names correctly across. A name apparently
is a purely conventional thing, and as such very
different from an idea. Every practising Spiritualist
has received messages which were correct coupled
with names which were mistaken. It is possible that
the real name was Ross, or possibly Rosmer, and that
this error prevented identification. Again, it is curious
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